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of wild life and always alive. Her 
attitude seems to be that if hunting is 
such good sport, and good conditioning, 
everyone should have a go at it. And how’s 
your aim at dropping a wicker basket over 
a fleeting field mouse or chipmunk? 

Mr. Hall has tried keeping his barn free 
of rodents without a cat. His conclusion 
is that it can’t be done. Control with poison 
kills too many other creatures. The Halls 
were just about to go cat-adopting when 
they happily found a feline family of five 
who had just taken up residence in the 
barn. Univited but most welcome guests. 

The cats of Seattle, Washington, can 
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now be paying guests at one of the most 
up-to-date clinics in the country. It re- 
cently opened its doors to a clientele of 
cats exclusively. 

Dr. William W. Lien, the owner, said 
the clinic is modeled on cat hospitals al- 
ready established in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. 

It is ultra modern in design and func- 
tion. The wards are connected by inter- 
coms for easy and quick communication 
between doctors and attendants. The treat- 
ment rooms are well lighted and each 
door has a nameplate with the patient's 
identification. Fans control odors and all 
walls are tiled for antiseptic cleaning. 

Dr. Lien is convinced that most of the 
cities in America will become cat-towns 
with the passing of more and stricter laws 
regarding dogs. It is simply easier to own 
a cat. It was on this premise he built his 
clinic. 

Despite, or perhaps because of, this 
news item Ward Cannel, who is 
syndicated throughout the country, re- 
ported in his column the beginning of a 
semi-secret, nonprofit organization of Ail- 
urophobes. With tongue in cheek, he 
mentions that the founder and spokesman 
for this group is a poetry anthologist named 
William Cole. 

Mr. Cole is reported as saying his first 
stirring of dislike for cats came as he 
opened cans of food for his children’s cats. 
How could any creature eat anything that 
smelled so very, very dead! 

From this initial distrust he went on to 
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investigate the origin and history of the 
cat. He decided there must have been 
hordes of Egyptian cat-haters. Bereaved 
families sitting mourning the death of a 
member who had suffered the penalty for 
killing a cat. 

The dictionary revealed that creators of 
the language had been imbedding the cat 
in all manner of unpleasant words . . . cat 
o’nine tails, catastrophe, Alcatraz, Oedipus. 

Encouraged by his findings, Cole began 
to speak openly in groups of his pet peeve. 
He would find others who would nod in 
agreement. He now feels there is a market 
for a handbook for people who hate cats. 
A paperback, no doubt. 

The feline needn’t worry yet, for their 
dastardly plan is restricted to demoralizing 
cat lovers and unnerving cats with icy stares 
and unkind thoughts. And we all know 
how much good that will do. 

We will keep our ear to the ground for 
any other rumbling that could mean revo- 
lution or treason. 

Do have to mention and give thanks to 
one of the West Coast pet food packers. 
During the devastating fire in Los Angeles 
in November, Mr. Hirsch, president of Kal 
Kan Foods, Inc., provided truck loads of 
cat & dog food to the Red Cross and to 
offices of the humane shelters in the area 
to be given pets made homeless. Spot 
announcements to the effect that there 
was free food available to fire victims’ 
animals made rescuer’s jobs a little easier. 
A generous gesture that merits notice. 
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